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Don Knowles (above left) is Research Leader for the USDA-ARS Animal Disease Research Unit (ADRU) in Pullman, Washington.  The ADRU provides research based solutions for management and control of persistent infectious diseases of livestock.  It is widely recognized for providing risk determining pathogenesis data and for developing methods to detect and limit agent transmission.  Dr. Knowles’ current research focuses on developing methods to limit vector-borne transmission of pathogens such as those for bovine and equine babesiosis.  Dr. Knowles received undergraduate and DVM degrees from the University of Illinois and a Ph.D. in virology from Washington State University.  He is a diplomat of the American College of Veterinary Pathologists and has received numerous awards including a Secretary of Agriculture Group Award for Professional Excellence, Scrapie (prion) Research, a Federal Laboratory Consortium Award for Technology Transfer of internationally used diagnostic tests, the USDA-ARS Senior Distinguished Scientist of the Year, and the Pfizer Award for Research Excellence at Washington State University.  He also was selected as Lecturer in the Science in Medicine Series at the University of Washington Medical School.  He has published more than 170 papers including, holds three patents, and serves on the Editorial Board for Clinical and Vaccine Immunology.  He is a member of Phi Zeta (Veterinary Honor Society), Gamma Sigma Delta (Honor Society of Agriculture), and the Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society. His professional associations include the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the Clinical and Vaccine Immunology editorial board, the American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians, the American College of Veterinary Pathologists, the American Society for Virology, the American Society of Microbiology, the American Veterinary Medical Association, and the United States Animal Health Association. He has mentored numerous undergraduate, graduate, and postdoctoral students, with 15 receiving advanced degrees under his guidance. He is the seventh ARS Scientific Quality Review Officer and will serve from January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2010.
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