Post-Workshop Notes
Stakeholders Workshop, June 10-11, 2008, Baltimore, Maryland
ARS National Program 306, Quality and Utilization of Agricultural Products
Evaluation Forms Summary

Thirty-five workshop participants completed workshop evaluation forms.  Their responses revealed that they felt that the communications from ARS about the workshop were timely and clear, that the background materials and presentations were useful, that they felt that they had adequate opportunity for input, and that their input would be considered by ARS.  Stakeholders who asked to be contacted about their comments on their evaluation form were contacted the week following the workshop by Frank Flora, co-leader for National Program 306. 
After the Stakeholders Workshop

Immediately following the stakeholders workshop, ARS participants convened a planning workshop to review stakeholder comments and input, to decide on a title and organizational structure for the Program, and to establish writing teams responsible for drafting component action plans for the new five-year National Program action plan.  The ARS writing teams were provided with the reports from the stakeholder workshop breakouts to ensure that issues raised by the stakeholders were considered in drafting the action plan.  Lists of research needs/priorities provided by 51 stakeholders were forwarded to pertinent research scientists and laboratories, and those scientists were asked to consider those needs in drafting their next research project. 

Stakeholders will be advised when relevant materials are posted on the NP 306 website.
