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Species Group:  Environmental Stewardship
Problem:  How to determine methods to ascertain interaction effects and if interaction effects exist

Problem Statement:


· Absence of systematic assessment of interactions between the effects of aquaculture with the environment
Research Statement:


· Systematic assessment to ascertain effects; utilize life cycle analysis or cost benefit analysis 

Desired Outcomes (with measurable outcomes):


· Life cycle analysis tool provides information to improve the interactions

Problem:  How to use ecological efficiency concepts as an approach to make us more economically successful

Research Statement:


· Resource input/output efficiency; improve feed conversion ratio; determine the least adverse environmental effect per kg of aquatic product per carbon foot print

Desired Outcomes (with measurable outcomes):


· Life cycle analysis

Problem:  How to increase aquaculture sector in concert with public expectations

Research Statement:


· Need for surveys and input of public opinion (more of an extension role)

Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Need to convey accurate information to the public about the effects of aquaculture in an effort to improve public perception

Desired Outcomes (with measurable outcomes):


· Develop better understanding of public perceptions, concerns, and the real issues; third-party validation; public opinion surveys
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USDA Aquaculture Stakeholder Workshop
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