What is CSP?

The Conservation Security Program (CSP) is a voluntary
conservation program that supports ongoing stewardship of
private agricultural lands by providing payments for maintaining
and enhancing natural resources. CSP identifies and rewards
those farmers and ranchers who are meeting the highest
standards of conservation and environmental management on
their operations. Through CSP, the conservation benefits
gained will help farms and ranches be more economically and
environmentally sustainable and will increase the natural
resource benefits for all Americans.

Contract Payments
CSP contract payments include one or more of the following:

An annual stewardship component for the existing base
level conservation treatment.

An annual existing practice component for maintaining
existing conservation practices.

A one-time new practice component for additional needed
practices.

An enhancement component for exceptional conservation
effort and additional conservation practices or activities that
provide increased resource benefits beyond the prescribed
level. The five enhancement activities are: improving a
significant resource concern; improving a priority local resource
condition as determined by the NRCS; patrticipating in on-farm
conservation research, demonstration, or pilot projects;
cooperating with other producers to implement watershed or
regional resource conservation plans; and conducting
assessment and evaluation activities.

Total payments are determined by the tier of participation:

For Tier |, contracts are for 5 years; maximum payment is
$20,000 annually.

For Tier Il, contracts are for 5-10 years; maximum payment is
$35,000 annually.

For Tier llI, contracts are for 5-10 years; maximum payment is
$45,000 annually.

This brochure provides examples of the incentive payments

and compensation levels offered by the CSP.
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For More Information

If you need more information about CSP, contact your
local USDA Service Center, listed in the telephone
book under U.S. Department of Agriculture, or your
local conservation district. Information is also
available on the Internet at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp
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