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National Range and Pasture Handbook – Chapter 3, 
Section 1 (Rev. 1) – guidance and procedures for development of ESDs
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600.0402 – procedures for evaluating and rating ecological sites
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requirements for forestland ESDs

National Forestry Handbook - Part 637.3 – methodology and
procedures for development of forestland ESDs
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EXAMPLE - R042XC006NM
R – identifies site type as Rangeland
042X – MLRA - Southern Desertic Basins, Plains, and 

Mountains
C – Land Resource Unit assigned by state
005 – Unique number assigned by state
NM – Postal code for responsible state – New Mexico
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Vegetation Transects
NRCS, NPS, FS, BLM, ARS, DOD, USFWS,
State Agencies, Organizations, etc.

Research Data
Historical records/accounts/journals
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any two species in HCPC.
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20% at more than 1000 lb./ac.

Guidelines are not absolute…
differences may be greater or less than guidelines indicate
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Soil Data Viewer
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vulnerability to loss or degradation

Tool to prioritize and target limited program dollars 
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