ARS' 50th Anniversary - The Future Grows Here
(10 minutes, 2003)

Acting ARS Administrator Edward B. Knipling

I extend greetings to ARS employees, cooperators, and friends and I say "Happy Birthday" to all 
of you. I am Ed Knipling, the Acting Administrator of the Agriculture Research Service and 
welcome to the ARS Headquarters offices here in Washington DC. 

As most of you know, yesterday November 2, marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Agricultural 
Research Service. Of course this is just the anniversary of our agency by our current name. We've 
existed long before 1953 in various forms and by different names during the early history of the 
USDA and the federal government.

Some earlier agricultural research actually took place in test plots right outside my window on 
the National Mall where the Smithsonian Institute museums now stand. ARS can in fact trace our 
roots back to the late eighteenth century and the seed collecting efforts of the US Patent Office.

Throughout our history, both before and after 1953, ARS has improved the quality of life for 
farmers, ranchers, consumers, for everyone. Our work has brought the American people safer 
more abundant, more nutritious, and more affordable food. Also our research has resulted in 
agriculture that is more productive but more environmentally sensitive. All of this has made ARS 
a leader in the US and around the world when it comes to agricultural research. 

I want to personally thank each of you for your past contributions and for your role in our future. 
Our success is the sum of the work all of you do and all that was done before us. As we prepared 
for our anniversary year, I thought a lot about the role ARS has played and continues to play in 
agriculture research. I am impressed by the fact that our core values remain constant and 
transcend our past, present and no doubt our future, despite a constant social and technological 
change. Our founders and predecessors had it right from the very beginning.

Phyllis Johnson, Area Director (Beltsville)

I hope that we can maintain the caliber of science that we have. We have some of the finest 
scientists, I think, that you can find anywhere and I would hope that we can maintain our 
dedication to solving those problems for a growing world so that we can continue to have a safe, 
nutritious and affordable food supply for the American people. 
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I want to take this opportunity to reflect on the type of research ARS under takes. We tackle real 
problems and explore areas of science and technology opportunity all for the public good. This 
work requires long term sustained efforts that may otherwise not be undertaken by others. Our 
national network of laboratories and great breadth and diversity of scientific disciplines and 
human talent enable us to tackle any problem anywhere.
The partnerships and relationships we have with the academic sector with industry and with 
farmers, ranchers and other producers allow us to leverage our resources to be responsive to the 
public. 

Autar Mattoo, Research Leader (Beltsville)

It's really important because you cannot know everything. So you have to look for partners and 
other expertise and work with them and the way science works is not just one mind you have to 
have several minds looking at the same problem from different points of view so that you can 
find a right solution.
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Because ARS partnerships both nationally and at the local laboratory level have been a 
cornerstone of who we are and a large part of our success, I want our 50th year, among other 
things, to be a year of continued and renewed outreach.

I encourage every laboratory or location at sometime over the next year to open your doors to 
your customers and stakeholders by holding a field day, an open house, or some other similar 
type of event, perhaps a research planning or technology transfer workshop.

ARS has many assets. In addition to our mission and core values of public service, we have a 
tremendously valuable physical network of facilities many which are brand new. I'm very proud 
of our portfolio of well equipped laboratory facilities which will serve ARS well into the future.

Of course our most important assets are you, the people that make up our agency, some ten 
thousand of you. You are all part of our past and present and I hope will be part of our future.

John Cherry, Center Director (Eastern Regional Research Center)

It's one of the exciting parts of being in agricultural research and being in ARS, you know 
Agriculture Research Service. I've been an employee of this agency for thirty years now, never 
really thought much about going into industry. My idea was that I wanted to have an opportunity 
to do research and publish that work and work with industry. It's the excitement doing your work 
and you know it's your work and you're helping society, you're helping our government and 
moving the technology and making United States, and for that matter the world, a better place to 
live. That's what I'm really excited about. It always comes back you're the best kept secret and 
that bothers me because we don't want to be the best kept secret, we want to be known, we want 
everybody to know us.

David Suarez, Scientist (Athens, Georgia)

Working at ARS has been a really good opportunity for a young career scientist because it really 
provides you a lot of resources and opportunities that you wouldn't necessarily have at a 
university setting and that's primarily that you have the hard funding to start your research, as well as having a research organization that supports you as far as developing your research and 
making sure that you're successful. I think this is a really exciting time to be in research and I'm 
really excited about being at ARS for the future because we've had all this new technology that's 
been that we have access to that really changes how we are thinking about looking at diseases 
and we really have many new approaches that we can use to look the disease aspect of it that we 
didn't have ten or fifteen years ago and I think this new technology just make the next fifty years 
a very exciting period of time.
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In addition to today's kick off ceremony at each ARS location, ARS will, over the course of the 
coming year, mark it's anniversary with a number of other activities designed to have us look 
both to the past and more important to the future.

One of these activities is to document our history, which we are already working on here at 
headquarters. This will include our organizational structure, various policies and forces that have 
driven our programs, and our significant accomplishments. I hope each location will also 
document your history for compilation at the national level.

Sharon Drumm

Since this is a year of outreach, in addition to the field days we'll be holding all over the nation, 
we will also recognize our USDA and other federal partners in an event here at headquarters in 
Washington DC. We also hope to get back in touch with the customers, stakeholders and partners 
that helped us launch our national programs at workshops over the last five years. Perhaps the 
cornerstone event of the year will be the National Scientific Leadership meeting to be held in 
New Orleans at the end of January. Our scientists and agency leaders will meet face to face but 
the entire agency is invited to attend the conference via the World Wide Web this includes an 
opportunity to attend the ARS annual recognition program virtually. 

We hope all ARS personnel will get into the spirit of the year. In addition to documenting your 
history, attending your kickoff event and building your time capsule, there are lots of resources 
available for you on the Web. Our fifty anniversary site is off the Web site www .ars.usda.gov. It 
has lots of resources for you to download like templates for brochures, logo artwork, letterhead 
and PowerPoint slides.
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At ARS we solve problems and do great thing. You can be proud to work for ARS. I know I am.
Everyone at every level contributes, our research leaders, our support staff, administrative and 
financial management, secretaries, farm hands, public affairs, everyone. As part of today's 
birthday party, please accept the fiftieth anniversary of lapel pin I have sent to you the 
recognition of your significant part in both our past and our future. Please wear it proudly this 
year as we mark the history and our potential. The future grows here. 
