Podcast: ARS Takes a World View of Food Safety
[Time: ~ 2:44]


Persistent outbreaks that may directly affect public health, industry, and trade require the immediate attention of the nation's food safety team.

Hi I'm Sharon Durham with the Agricultural Research Service or ARS … the chief scientific research agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

The safety of the food supply has become an increasingly visible global public health issue. Outbreaks of foodborne illness are seen as a major cause of morbidity, mortality, and economic burden. The cause of many outbreaks remains unresolved, and issues such as increased international trade, changes in eating habits, and increased travel abroad complicate investigations. 

The food chain is a single entity, where each stage of production, processing, and distribution is part of a larger system. But, because safe food is a global issue, ARS-'s efforts involve both national and international collaborations through formal and informal partnerships. Accomplishments and outcomes from research efforts benefit agencies both here--like the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food Safety and Inspection Service, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency--as well as abroad. ARS collaborates with the United Kingdom's Food Standards Agency, the European Food Safety Authority, the World Health Organization, as well as commodity organizations, industry, and consumers.

Through research, ARS's national program on food safety provides the means to ensure that our food and the feed we provide our farm animals meet foreign and domestic regulatory requirements and are safe for consumers. The program's research seek ways to assess, control, or eliminate potentially harmful food contaminants, including both introduced and naturally occurring pathogenic bacteria, viruses, and parasites, as well as toxins and non-biological-based chemical contaminants, mycotoxins, and plant toxins.

However, no single program can solve the food safety challenges and issues that confront us now or in the future. Multidisciplinary collaborations are necessary to integrate resources and develop strategies for solving specific problems. In this way, the research program as a whole is expected to substantially enhance the global safety of the food supply.

That's our podcast for today. When thinking of your next meal, make food safety your first ingredient. 


