
Acquiring and Installing:  R and RStudio

Acquire R  (As of July 2, 2018 the current version for Windows is 3.5.1 Feather Spray)

1. Go to http://www.r-project.org

2. Click on CRAN mirror

3. From the list of CRAN mirror sites in the U.S., pick one  – Sometimes one will be slower than another.
Guideline is to pick one near you. Often the Hoobly Classifieds in Pittsburgh, PA is very fast and I use it.

4. In the CRAN page (from the site you selected (note how the URL changed)) click on Download R for

(Mac) OS X or  Download R for Windows then on base.



5. If R for Mac,  Click on R-3.5.1.pkg, (74MB), 

6.  If  R for Windows, click on Download R 3.5.1 for Windows (62 megabytes, 32/64 bit).  The file
R-3.5.1-win.exe downloads to your download directory.

Install R (Typical Windows installation) 

Installation is very quick.  Base R and some associated packages will be installed. 

  1. Note: You may need to right mouse click on the file
R-3.5.1-win.exe and select Run as administrator.

2. At the User Account Control screen click on Yes

3. At the Select Setup Language screen click on OK 
4. At the rest of the prompts accept the defaults and click on Next > 

If your computer has a 64-bit operating system then both the 32-bit and 64-bit versions of R will be installed
and two shortcuts, R i386 3.5.1 and Rx64 3.5.1, can be moved to your Desktop.  It is good to have both
versions of R because sometimes the 32-bit version is faster to run, but it is limited to 3Gb of RAM. The 64-bit
version is not limited and can access as much RAM as your computer has.
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Acquire RStudio (As of July 19, 2018 the current version is 1.1.456)

1. Go to https://www.rstudio.com

2. Click on Download RStudio

3. From the list of RStudio products Click on Download for RStudio Desktop free version.

4. From the list of Installers for Supported Platforms Click on either the Windows or Mac OS version.  This
will download the file to your download place. 
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Install RStudio (Typical Windows installation) 

Installation is quick. 

  1. Installation is quick. You may need to right mouse click on the file RStudio-1.1.456.exe and select Run as

administrator to allow the software to install on your computer.

2. At the prompts accept the defaults.

In Windows,  if you put shortcuts on your desktop they will look like these:

In Windows, if R and RStudio have installed successfully, when you click on RStudio, when it opens it should
look like this:


