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ConfessionConfession
ExpertExpert
Definition:Definition:

ExEx--
(Ex(Ex-- 1. “Past”     2. “Has Been”)1. “Past”     2. “Has Been”)

--spurtspurt
“Drip under pressure !”“Drip under pressure !”

Expertise . . .Expertise . . .
Real life experiences & observationsReal life experiences & observations



AVC AVC 
DecisionDecision

GuidelinesGuidelines

www.avc-beef.org



Brief OverviewBrief Overview
or . . . What I have done or . . . What I have done 

Sandhills  RanchSandhills  Ranch
FamilyFamily--owned  Farm / Ranch / Feedyardowned  Farm / Ranch / Feedyard
Ranch / FeedyardRanch / Feedyard
Other testingOther testing
ConclusionsConclusions



Sandhills  RanchSandhills  Ranch

Salebarn HeifersSalebarn Heifers
CalvesCalves

SmallSmall
AbnormalAbnormal
PerformancePerformance

Calf MortalityCalf Mortality
BVD QuestionsBVD Questions



Sandhills  RanchSandhills  Ranch

15 Bred Heifers15 Bred Heifers
Culling & Death LossCulling & Death Loss

PI animals:PI animals:
2 calves, 1 dam2 calves, 1 dam



Farm / Ranch / FeedyardFarm / Ranch / Feedyard

Beef cow herd   (Farming)Beef cow herd   (Farming)
Multiple ownershipMultiple ownership
approx.  ~  600 hdapprox.  ~  600 hd

FeedyardFeedyard
Family runFamily run
approx.  ~  4000 hd.approx.  ~  4000 hd.



Farm / Ranch / Feedyard Farm / Ranch / Feedyard 

Pen performancePen performance
Morbidity/MortalityMorbidity/Mortality
Individual calvesIndividual calves
Diagnostic testingDiagnostic testing
ResultsResults



Farm / Ranch / FeedyardFarm / Ranch / Feedyard

2002 Ranch born 2002 Ranch born 
calvescalves
April 2003April 2003
Single feedyard penSingle feedyard pen
3 animals3 animals

Diagnostic sample Diagnostic sample 
submissionsubmission
BVD  IHC testing

Lab Results:

MycoplasmaMycoplasma
E. coliE. coli
CampylobacterCampylobacter
Clostridium perfringensClostridium perfringens
CoccidiaCoccidia
CryptoCrypto
Virology Virology –– negativenegative

(everything)

BVD  IHC testing

(everything)



Farm / Ranch / FeedyardFarm / Ranch / Feedyard
Laboratory Diagnosis: BVD IHC test resultsBVD IHC test results

Severe necrotizing and Severe necrotizing and 
hemmorhagic hemmorhagic 
enterocolitisenterocolitis
Severe chronicSevere chronic--active active 
suppurative suppurative 
bronchopneumonia and bronchopneumonia and 
pulmonary abscessespulmonary abscesses
Severe suppurative Severe suppurative 
mesenteric lymphadenitismesenteric lymphadenitis
Mild acute multifocal Mild acute multifocal 
suppurative hepatitissuppurative hepatitis
Mild focal chronic Mild focal chronic 
interstitial nephritisinterstitial nephritis

Ear notch sample

LAB #            ANIMAL ID         RESULT 

1                 321 Green      +Positive+

2                  04 White          Negative

3                   102 Red        +Positive+



Farm / Ranch / FeedyardFarm / Ranch / Feedyard

‘‘Entire Herd Test’Entire Herd Test’
High riskHigh risk
Tested 575 calvesTested 575 calves

4 PI’s4 PI’s
1 Inconclusive1 Inconclusive

Testing process:Testing process:
Calves  Calves  -- (action)(action)

BullsBulls
CowsCows
HeifersHeifers
Herd additionsHerd additions



Ranch / FeedyardRanch / Feedyard

Testing PurposeTesting Purpose
Two Cow HerdsTwo Cow Herds
Finishing yardFinishing yard



Ranch / FeedyardRanch / Feedyard

Spring 2003:Spring 2003:
Early herdEarly herd 194 tested  ~  2 PI calves194 tested  ~  2 PI calves
Late herdLate herd 143 tested  ~  None143 tested  ~  None

Testing Process:Testing Process:
CalvesCalves
CowsCows
BullsBulls
Purchased heifersPurchased heifers



Other TestingOther Testing
PI’s

May 2003  ~  6 Feedyard chronicsMay 2003  ~  6 Feedyard chronics
Nov 2003  ~  28 hd. Suspect calves Nov 2003  ~  28 hd. Suspect calves (feedyard)(feedyard)

Dec 2003  ~  “Grafted calf”  Dec 2003  ~  “Grafted calf”  (Salebarn purchase)(Salebarn purchase)

Feb 2004  ~  18 suspect calves Feb 2004  ~  18 suspect calves (feedyard)(feedyard)

1 ½ year period  ~  7500 hd. Feedyard1 ½ year period  ~  7500 hd. Feedyard
2 ½ year period  ~  5500 hd. Feedyard2 ½ year period  ~  5500 hd. Feedyard
High risk purchased cows  ~  31 hd. High risk purchased cows  ~  31 hd. (1 bull)(1 bull)

Oct 2005  ~  “Grass yearling” Oct 2005  ~  “Grass yearling” (In the feedyard)

0/6

1/28

1/1

0/18

1/ ?30

2/ ?40

0/32

1/1(In the feedyard)



ObservationsObservations

VictoriesVictories
DisappointmentsDisappointments
Knowledge / UncertaintyKnowledge / Uncertainty
Wizardry / ScienceWizardry / Science
Learning ProcessLearning Process
Data CollectionData Collection

“Record Keeping”“Record Keeping”



Record Keeping SystemRecord Keeping System



Summary:

1.  Sandhills Ranch1.  Sandhills Ranch

Testing  ~  Testing  ~  Spring 2002Spring 2002

Consultation / Risk AssessmentConsultation / Risk Assessment
Current Plan / ResultsCurrent Plan / Results

Vaccination:   SpringVaccination:   Spring
Cowboy observationsCowboy observations



2. Farm / Ranch / Feedyard2. Farm / Ranch / Feedyard
Summary:

Testing  ~  Testing  ~  Spring 2003Spring 2003

Consultation / Risk AssessmentConsultation / Risk Assessment
FollowFollow--up Testingup Testing
Current Plan / ResultsCurrent Plan / Results

Vaccination:  FallVaccination:  Fall
Herd AdditionsHerd Additions



Summary:

3.  Ranch / Feedyard3.  Ranch / Feedyard

Testing  ~  Spring 2003Testing  ~  Spring 2003
Consultation / Risk AssessmentConsultation / Risk Assessment
FollowFollow--up Testingup Testing
Current Plan / ResultsCurrent Plan / Results

Vaccination:   SpringVaccination:   Spring
Surveillance PlanSurveillance Plan

Spring 2004 ~ Sentinel animalsSpring 2004 ~ Sentinel animals
Spring 2005 ~ Tested calvesSpring 2005 ~ Tested calves



3.  Ranch / Feedyard3.  Ranch / Feedyard



3.  Ranch / Feedyard3.  Ranch / Feedyard

Feedyard Morbidity  Feedyard Morbidity  (Respiratory disease)(Respiratory disease)

PrePre--Testing   Testing   (2002(2002--2003)2003)
~330 hd.~330 hd.

PostPost--Testing  Testing  (2003(2003--2004)2004)
~390 hd.~390 hd.

PostPost--Testing  Testing  (2004(2004--2005)2005)
~319 hd.~319 hd.
½ Early weaned½ Early weaned
(16 / 24 pulls (16 / 24 pulls –– August)August)



ConclusionsConclusions
or . . . Things I’ve Learnedor . . . Things I’ve Learned

‘‘Entire Herd’ testEntire Herd’ test
Open CowsOpen Cows
NonNon--Biological DamsBiological Dams

Grafted calvesGrafted calves
Aborted / Dead calvesAborted / Dead calves
Missing tagsMissing tags
Record keepingRecord keeping
Bulls, Replacement heifers, SteersBulls, Replacement heifers, Steers

Handling Herd AdditionsHandling Herd Additions
TimingTiming
Dam & Calf ??Dam & Calf ??
New BullsNew Bulls



ConclusionsConclusions
or . . . More Things I’ve Learnedor . . . More Things I’ve Learned

Factors beyond controlFactors beyond control
Fenceline exposureFenceline exposure
WildlifeWildlife
Stray cows / bullsStray cows / bulls
Lost surveillance numbersLost surveillance numbers
Other ?Other ?

UncertaintiesUncertainties
Test selection / applicationTest selection / application
Meaning of one negative herd testMeaning of one negative herd test
Surveillance methodsSurveillance methods
etc.etc.



Final ConclusionFinal Conclusion

Usually . . .Usually . . .

If we have all the answers, If we have all the answers, 
we probably haven’t ask all we probably haven’t ask all 
the questions!the questions!



Thank You !Thank You !


