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Canton Veterinary ClinicCanton Veterinary Clinic

NE MissouriNE Missouri

Cow/CalfCow/Calf
•• CommercialCommercial

•• SeedstockSeedstock

StockerStocker
•• Custom feedersCustom feeders

•• Self ownedSelf owned



Reasons I TestReasons I Test

DiagnosticsDiagnostics
Monitor Status of HerdMonitor Status of Herd
MarketingMarketing



DiagnosticsDiagnostics

Herd BasisHerd Basis
Increased morbidityIncreased morbidity
Decreased conceptionDecreased conception
Commingled StockersCommingled Stockers

Individual Animal BasisIndividual Animal Basis
NecropsyNecropsy
Morbid animalsMorbid animals





Monitor Status of HerdMonitor Status of Herd

Herd with current biosecurity planHerd with current biosecurity plan

Herd with recent introductionsHerd with recent introductions

Herd with poor biosecurityHerd with poor biosecurity
At times necessary evilAt times necessary evil



MarketingMarketing

Replacement animalsReplacement animals
MO Stocker Feeder Quality MO Stocker Feeder Quality 
Assurance ProgramAssurance Program



Herd AHerd A

DiagnosticsDiagnostics
Baby Calf ScoursBaby Calf Scours

Routinely test morbid neonatal calvesRoutinely test morbid neonatal calves
2 Positive2 Positive



Biosecurity PlanBiosecurity Plan
Ear notch every animal necessary Ear notch every animal necessary 

Isolate new arrivalsIsolate new arrivals

Isolate pregnant additions Isolate pregnant additions 

Intense vaccinationIntense vaccination



Year 1Year 1

Test every calfTest every calf

Test every cow without a calf to Test every cow without a calf to 
testtest

Test every bullTest every bull



Which Test ProtocolWhich Test Protocol

Ear NotchEar Notch
IHCIHC
Antigen Capture ElisaAntigen Capture Elisa
PCRPCR

PooledPooled

BloodBlood
PooledPooled



High Probability of PositiveHigh Probability of Positive

Individual animal testIndividual animal test

Low Probability PositiveLow Probability Positive

Pooled test samplePooled test sample



Biosecurity Plan Biosecurity Plan 
Ear notch current Ear notch current 
& incoming & incoming 
animalsanimals

Before bringing to Before bringing to 
home herdhome herd
Emphasize before Emphasize before 
bull turnoutbull turnout



Vertical TransmissionVertical Transmission

Calving Breed Calving

Wean
Calves

PI
Born Exposure!!

Day 40 - 125
Gestation



Biosecurity PlanBiosecurity Plan
Ear notch every animalEar notch every animal

Isolate new arrivalsIsolate new arrivals

Isolate pregnant additions Isolate pregnant additions 

Intense vaccinationIntense vaccination



Biosecurity PlanBiosecurity Plan
Isolation on Isolation on 
arrivalarrival

Isolate away Isolate away 
from other from other 
animals for animals for 
30 days30 days



Biosecurity PlanBiosecurity Plan
Ear notch every animalEar notch every animal

Isolate new arrivalsIsolate new arrivals

Isolate pregnant additions Isolate pregnant additions 

Intense vaccinationIntense vaccination



Biosecurity PlanBiosecurity Plan

Pregnant additionsPregnant additions
DonDon’’t forget the calf!t forget the calf!



Biosecurity PlanBiosecurity Plan
Ear notch every animalEar notch every animal

Isolate new arrivalsIsolate new arrivals

Isolate pregnant additions Isolate pregnant additions 

Intense vaccinationIntense vaccination



Biosecurity PlanBiosecurity Plan

VaccinationVaccination

Intensive vaccination programIntensive vaccination program
Modified Live Pre BreedingModified Live Pre Breeding



Collective Herd ImmunityCollective Herd Immunity
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VaccinationVaccination
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Collective Herd ImmunityCollective Herd Immunity
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Year 2Year 2

Pooled PCRPooled PCR

Test every new animalTest every new animal

Assess biosecurity Assess biosecurity 



Year 3Year 3

Test every new animalTest every new animal
Monitor herd parametersMonitor herd parameters

Pregnancy ratesPregnancy rates
Abortion ratesAbortion rates
Morbidity Morbidity 
MortalityMortality



SetbacksSetbacks

compliancecompliance

Uncontrolled Uncontrolled 
circumstancescircumstances



Thank youThank you


