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Commentary on happenings since the 2022 FSD Newsletter
Richard Mankin

Perhaps presciently, the Association for Undergraduate Education at Research Universities in 2020 posed two
fundamental questions in their Boyer 2030 Report:

1) How can U.S. research universities embrace the equity/excellence imperative?

2) Can we commit to equity as a necessary and defining precondition of excellence?

However, the word “disability” did not occur in the report. Maybe persons with disabilities were included “invisibly”
as members of other groups seeking equity.

The problem of “invisibility” extends to the medical arena. The New York Times wrote an article, “These Doctors
Admit They Don’t Want Patients With Disabilities, (https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/19/health/doctors-patients-
disabilities.html). Often doctors are busy, and most patients need an extra cheerleader to keep the doctors actively
engaged.

Indeed, the Covid pandemic laid bare a world of deeply entrenched inequities between haves and have-nots,
including the have-nots with disabilities. Justin and Rachel Yarbury, for example, presented an article in Trends in
Neuroscience, “Disabled in academia: to be or not to be, that is the question.” They asked why the percentage of
persons with disabilities in the sciences is lower than in the general population and suggested that much of the
reason is due to ableism, i. e., the overvaluing of able-bodiedness. My own perspective is that the effect depends
somewhat on the kind of contribution. If a scientist with disability develops an idea that expands into a new area of
research, for example, it tends to be accepted more readily than an attempt to develop a team of researchers. It is
easier for ableists to accept the existence of a new research field than a new research project propounded by a
person with disability. The effect may also depend on the kind of disability.

I'll end on a positive note. A few days ago, Vivian Marx at Nature Methods presented an article about noteworthy
achievements of researchers with disabilities. ( https://doi.org/10.1038/s41592-022-01699-6 ). One of the recipients
was Uri Manor, who had been mentioned in the 2022 FSD newsletter.

Here is the upcoming agenda:
FOUNDATION FOR SCIENCE AND DISABILITY

Annual Meeting

2:00 PM -2:30 PM, Saturday, February 17, 2024

Denver Convention Center, Denver, Colorado

Minutes — March 5, 2023, Meeting was postponed until this year.

Treasurer’s Report for 2023- Richard Mankin for Angela Foreman, Treasurer
Fund balance on January 1, 2022, was $12,721.07
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For years 22-23, donations received were 1,199.99

Expenses were: student grants 2,000.00
Nonprofit fees IRS, 134.99
Final balance on December 31, 2023, was: $11,596.07

2024 Science Student Grant Committee Report — Richard Mankin, Chair

Dana Rubenstein in the Department of Medicine at Duke University, Durham, NC, received the 2023 FSD
Graduate Student Grant Award for studies on “Nicotine/tobacco use and cessation among persons with
disabilities.”

New Business
2025 Science Student Grant Award

Let us again note that FSD and similar organizations should develop activities that help young persons
negotiate the on-ramp to scientific careers effectively. So much nowadays seems to depend on individuals with
particular scientific interests meeting up with mentors who have some resources and are willing to provide good
advice. Other organizations, such as HIARO (http://deafearscientists.org/), have been able to do this successfully, and
it appears that enthusiasm and perseverance may be two of the keys to FSD bringing more persons with disabilities
on board.

Adjournment

There were no minutes from 2023, due to cancellation of the expected meeting.
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Foundation for Science and Disability 2024 Dues Notice
Membership Application / Renewal Form

Dues Schedule: Please make checks out to:
Student $5.00 Foundation for Science and Disability
Regular $25.00
and mail to:
Contribution Angela Lee Foreman

Foundation for Science and Disability
Total P. O. Box 3384
San Leandro, CA 94578

Please send a change of address, if any, and / or list any comments to the President or Treasurer. Also, please
forward us your email address if you would like to receive pdfs of future Newsletters.
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